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NEW YORK, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 


The Week. 


\ ia financial situation in England improved durine the week. and 
although there was no great change in the Bank of Eneland 


reserve, the rate for discounts in the open market fell to 4) to 5 per 


cent. The French exchanges are no longer in favor of London, and 
sterling at New York is about midway between the specie-exporting 
and the specie-importing points. ‘Phe most important financial event 


here was the meeting of the New York Clearing-House Association for 
the purpose of bringing the banks into line with the Treasury re- 
specting specie payments. The Secretary of the Treasury now sces 
and admits that silver remonetization is an embarrassment. to 
resumption, and is apparently willing to use the power at his eom 
mand to put off the practical effects of last winter's legislation until 
the sober sense of the country demands the repeal or modification 


of that law, or until the price of silver advances to 60d. per ounce. 


! 
This is the most that he can do now. ‘The New York banks in the 
meantime have resolved practicaliy to demonetize silver—that 
they will not receive deposits of it except on the agreement that 
these shall be paid in kind; and they have prohibited the settle 


ment through the Clearing-House of diflerences between bank 


ilver dollars or certificates. To do what they ean to keep gold the 


money of account and to keep legal-tender notes at par with gold. 


they have resolved that cither can be used in settlement of diffe 
ences, and the’ have asked the Treas r\ » discontinue the issue of 
egrlal . $43 . ry" > an ‘ ‘ +1 - — seed 

gold certificates. To keep away from the commercial centres so 


far as is possible the silver dollars, they h: asked the Tre 


to call United States legal-tender note Her denomination 
than #5, hoping thereby to make a place as pocket-money for all th 
silver that may be coined in the next vear or two. After all is done 
it still is true that unless the silver legislation of last winter shall be 
repealed or modified, or unless the price of silver bullion shall ad- 
vance to G0d. per ounce, neither the intervention of the Tr \ 
nor the banks, nor both, can avert the logical consequences of the 


ilver folly. Silver in London ruled during the week at 502d. to 
50:d.; at the close the bullion value of the 412)-grain dollar her 


P _ , 
was $0.8507 gold 


The later returns from the elections correct some previous errors, 
but do not materially affect the result. The Republicans are sur- 

| to lose one Congressional district in Minnesota by a large ma- 
jority, which would indicate some special and local cause ; in Floridk 
they unexpectedly carry the Second District ; and in North Caro- 
Jina Russell and Martin are elected over the regular Democrats, 
Waddell! and Yeates. The previously-reported gains in Northern 
States are confirmed, with the addition, probably, of Albright in 
Pennsylvania, where, too, ex-Governor Curtin is defeated, owing to 
the well-founded distrust of all parties. Mr. Morrison is re-elected 
from Hlinois. Texas sends one Greenbacker, and the Independents 
in Georgia appear to have won remarkable success under the leader- 
ship of Alexander H. Stephens, who returns to Congress. South 
Carolina has once more a solid Democratic delegation in the House, 
and that party is felicitating itself on having carried thirty-one out 
of the thirty-two counties, while two years ago it carried but eight- 
een. The charges of wholesale ballot-stuffing have as vet received 
ho reply from Southern papers; the mode closely resembled the 
Republican “little joker” procedure in Florida. In both these States 
arrests have begun to be made by the Government. In Virginia the 
vote was very light, owing, it is said, to the requirement of paying a 
capitation tax. In Missouri the Democrats gain two instead of three 
Congressmen. The latest count of the next House gives 134 Repub- 
licans, 148 Democrats, and 11 Greenbackers. granting that California 


sented to fill it and relinquish | 


about half the | 


have expect 


arbitrators had 


‘aws the conclusion that the 
ward (85,500,000) can o hy 
the Commissioners did 


ference betwee1 


* them, and rendered judgment for some- 
velve years’ fishing-right conceded by 


Treaty, but went 
thing else than the t 
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RECENT POLICY OF THE DEMOCRATS 

il I last ve ed | tain ot 

lom in a72 t d the flag of re 
ership of Mr. Greek d gave the Republican 
ul ere alrea ufficiently notorious, fou 
a olid hold on pow ; It was not that in 1872 they 
a ny ne very wicked fact, thelr programme was 

f not praiseworthy ; but by taking Mr. Greeley for thei 

did ho had been then opponent for a lift 

rt li nt of perspicag notorious, they made it im 
possible to have the smallest contidence in their sincerity. Th 
conclusit is drawn by an overwhelming majority that they pro- 
posed to pr min the White Hon wlely because they felt they 
could surround | sas they pleased, 


th as manv Wicked Partnet 


nd carry on any number of sinful games under the shelter of his 
name. Subsequently, when they got a majority in the House, it 
eemed plainly enough the part of wisdom to address themselves 
olely to the abuses which had drawn support to them from the dis- 
contented independent Republicans, and to refrain rigidly from 


medadlin With things on which all Re public ans, ine pend nt or not, 


would be likely to be sensitive and suspicious. For instance, it 
would be difficult to conceive ot a vereater piece Ol strategical folly 
min the attack on thi my immediately after the riots, in which it 
(i 7 ct ed ( ( i! ] ervice. Th ri as a source of ¢ Deyn 
Linen to lib orl Wal met } ich w hardiv pe 
‘ tible to the vote There w nt uilar feeling about it in 
eal Phe ould have been no outery fro v quarter if the 
Demy tic majority in the House had let it completely alone. They 
could e don o With a perfectly goed grat But they not onl 
eould not let it alone but made it one of their principal topics ; and 
hor e¢ reduction they proposed to make in it was very trifling, 
1 the i likely to resul ‘ mall, they hammered 
t through the winter had thoroughly alarmed 
nd d t not only the Re f the old rock, whom noth- 
} hake e) eh ) ul I Once a publicans, without 
hose d the Demuoc ts kno\ ihe er get po session of the 
Government. That is t ; order to vet rid of tive thousand 
oldiers more or I tl turn ( en with prot f and 
Hust on il port ol e theo } hated the army be- 
eit had put down the Rebellion and had helped to save property 
pillage: or, in other words, in supp of the belief that they 
, disoreani ( ( The enquiry into 
he Presidential count, set on foot by the Petter Committee, wa 
ed by tl bsence ¢ Granted that its object 
‘ ve ve no doubt it \ »oust Mr. Haves but to dis- 
‘ Republicans, nothi ut absolute knowledge and ae 
{ proof of ls or corrup a l ited it, because 
( re { ( minded nil 
indy ( i uance of turmoil 
and busine denressio it } u |, however, for weary 
months vithout a I el It than showing, what everybody) 
etly or openly belie i already, that the Republican officials at 
it el ( pu )] rl [ ) 8 
We vning about the recent poseel attempts at corrup- 
the P tial ear ild, on the fact 
fu known, be unfair to hold responsible for the 
Mer. Tilde nd h | But when the 
em began te ( l once more a 
ehoame ] dey to prove hat tl ret ned some of the 
Ta! mprehbenston of le ne wuences of American 
ty 1 Democrat ma vas once justly cele- 
ect. Bu abo thi they displaved most as great folly us 
ut ¢ ele | eptin Mr. B 1} lieve there is not a 
ul Demoerat je hiticiatr wh (iit soon take it for 
rranted that in a country of vast Te and commercial in- 
rests th a large public debt and with untold amounts of pro- 
perty dependent for its value on the maint ice of the Government 


avowed com 


Hupporteda Py 


redit, an attack on this credit, | ely 


Nation. 
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m sand ral , Would probably succeed; and they accord- 
ingly, with greater or less disguise, began to promote it. The 
veneral result is that they have lost all that the follies and short- 


comings of the Republicans during the last twelve vears have given 
without 


own to take its place in the popular mind, and close on another Pre 


ind find themselve a single achievement of their 


sidential nomination without a single man of prominence who will 
will, in 


him, and whom they are in the least 


from without the votes which a severe 


to elect 


be likely to draw 


struggle, be necessary 
likely to nominate. 
hey have in their ranks the most ignorant dnd least retlective 
portion of American society, for which they may or may not be to 
blame, but they seem to tind it impossible to rid themselves of the 
idea that this is the ruling portion of American society, and that 
the first condition of- party is to make the platform so low 


They are, therefore, constantly) 


success 
that all this elass ean jump on it. 
taking up doctrines which none but the most illiterate and reckless 
of the community could possibly entertain, and on which no eivil 


ized govermment 


by much speaking the majority was sure to be won over to them ; 


could be earried on, and then pushing them as if 
as if, in other words, the sobriety and intelligence and conservatism 
of the bulk of the population had had nothing to do with the success 
The re Was i period only when 
been difficult for 


gauge of the Republicans 


of the Government. one year ago 
the 
If, while the 
(Lin the woes of the carpet-baggers, 


hi: dl 


done 


not have them to get weather- 


it would 
on the curreney question. 


Republicans were still absor} 
the 
Blaine and C 


dropped the Southern question as dead or settled, and had supported 


hac the do what 


o deftly at the 


Democratic managers perspicacity to 


mkling have eleventh hour 


the Administration, on which the Republican chiefs were busy mak 
ing war, in bringing to the 
front, and taken their stand on the old Democratic doctrine of hard 
the position of the would now be piti- 
able instead of being, as it is, triumphant. 

The truth is that the Democrats are paralyzed and likely to re 
main paralyzed by their faith in something which does not exist 
never shown itself in American polities, and which, if it had 


administrative and curreney reform 


money tepublican leaders 


and has 
shown itself, would long ago have ruined the Government 
love Nothing will persuade a Democratic politician 
slight 


popular reluc- 


a popu- 
of extremes. 
that people will not push any doctrine they show even a 
fancy for to its last limits, though it is owing to the 
tance ever to do this even under the most trying circumstances that 
Democratic government on this continent has not already proved a 
For 


clusion of 


instance, the great Democratic movement towards the 


failure. 


property, as such, from preponderating political influ- 


ence, Which began early in the century, and finally triumphed in all 


the State constitutions, led to much rhetorical glorification of “ the 
poor man” and much assertion of his inherent worth and capacity gud 


But it all went on in a community in which there were 


poor mh. 


really no proletaries, and in which very few persons indeed lived 


from hand to mouth; and when the victory came it consisted not so 
3s to a share in the government, 


the 


inueh in the admission of a new ela 


as in the formal recognition by actual holders of power of a 


principle which was not likely to have much, if any, practical effect. 
which every man is a trader, and 
beyond example, it 
ascetic for property, 
day-laborers filling the legislatures and regulating 


to their own needs, would have 


ippose that in a country in 
suit of wealth eager 


repudiation of 


and successful 


meant an respect and a 


desire to see 
social affairs witb sole reference 
been very fantastic ; and vet a supposition of this sort seems to have 
worked itself in among the traditions of the Democratic party, and 
still impresses the imagination of its politicians. They are, there- 
constantly betrayed into supposing that if they have the shift- 
less, unthrifty class on their side—the class which saves nothing and 
never expects to save anything, and for which the disorder of credit 
and alarm of capital have no terrors, because it does not understand 
what these things mean —they cannot fail to carry elections. There 
cannot, however, be a greater mistake. There is no country in the 
world in whieh property and the mysterious thing called “ business,” 


fore, 
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ro this conclusion, we repeat, Mr. Chandk ( ly ] m Re ) ‘ 
mitted along with every unprejudiced lL) er. But we su Nort Mr. Blaine antici { ( 
pect that his friend and co-worker. Mr. George C. Gorham, Seere- | j | vy from to » ere I 
tary of the National Executive Co ittee, fully persuaded is 1 I ) dD 
that the party’s success is due to his own “stalwart” manage tion fro South ct ve 
ment, and that the human-rights documents which he distributed | gives warning that “in all the great cial i 
so industriously were of far more avail in saving votes than © of the future the North « ill ‘ 1) ‘ 
the cold financial harangues of the President and Seeretarv — cratie power of the South to be « led { ( thie 
Sehurz which he refused to circulate. The celusion is of no conse- | rights of colored citizens his me ~ ( i 
quence whatever so far as this bigoted machinist is concerned, but | is not dead, and that the t d tll- 
it is time that the party which has just sloughed off its dead cover- ass of the South in be] ( 7 ie U1 
ing should rid its organized direction of men who have learnt no- | be worse than wasted ( ( ‘ 
thing and forgotten nothing. This would be highly imyx t if wewing the old irrita v of th vO 
only the North were kept in view ; it is indispensable if any attempt races at th South. Is ( nking nan 
is to be made to break the “‘solid South.” That such an attempt | that when these “g ‘ it ill 
will be made we sincerely hope. We heard much at the opening of be impossible to predict ‘ hites as such 
the late campaign of the Republican intention to send speakers will divide; that th 7 ‘ il not be 
throughout the South. The common sense of the managers, how-  wnanim : and th y ( » oO de o1 
ever, kept them from acourse that wouid have been simply foolish | the other according to t ( ( rongest 
with “human rights” for a shibboleth, and of little avail at best induce $7 In C1 ( on whieh the 
when, contrary to what was taking plac N he ¢ ion . South | d th overnment by an ignorant maj 
was not between sound and false economical ideas, but whether th rity under the for at QO | others it is virgi il, upen 
local political revolution against the calamities of universal suffrage | which the Republ nay trustfully enter if they can in the next 
should be allowed to go backward. If the Republicans still cherish | two years G with the coming session of Congress, confine 
the belief that with or without Federal interference they ean ulti- their thoug! d t peech to living issues, and resist every 


mately turn it back, they may spare themselves the pains of sendi temptation to discipline the 
emissaries to the South. There is, nevertheless, nothing to hinder ecanism of Chandler and G 


7 


South for its intolerance of the Republi- 


orham, and, we may add, to confound 


them from sending to-morrow speakers qualified to expound honest Southern Democracy with Northern Democracy. 





\ 





n 
l 
| 
of i 
{ | 1 
! 1 ‘ 
Tire 
| } 
n Gove 
! 
’ 
, } « 
, 
! 
wir Tehy 
’ } 
Dol 
i a I 
4) 
turn) 
' 
, 


7, 


— 
had y 
| 
tik 
’ 
ly 
I 
} 
in | 
Ly 
47 
{ { 
t \ 
{; 
' 
iii ] 


' 
1) 
1) 
; 
» 1 
ecn 


’ 

re 
} 

i 
dt 

if 
; ah 
n 
bidt t 
tl 
ern 


to have been expected t rengthening of the north- 
ier has become a practical qu 30 quickly, just no 
o make itself, 
| should say the country at large is not at all alarmed 
od ce irritated and disgusted. It cannot rid itself « 
tthe Amir might perfectly well have been let alone. After 
dt he de This is the policy satirically characterized by the 
{ ‘masterly inactivity’; but it certainly be said 
m , up to the present moment, there has been nothing 
ti mduect of the Government. Why should 2 missior 
entatively forced upon a potentate, sinall though he is, who 
Vv re i several times over to receive one ? The demands 
» have been made of the Amirhave not yet been made known; 
that they are withheld strengthens the presumption that th 
\mir might ‘very properly and naturally decline. Why 
e bullied into coneessions which no other ruler in his plac 
been the least likely to make? And why, furthermore, if 
G ronment wi » put itself in a pos tlon to receive a re- 
uff. should it t first h taken cay » | eady to ri nt 
veeks since, when the belief in the **insult ” was general. 
mething almost grotesque in the prospect of the greet Indian 
io nurs itraged dignity all winter in the absence of 
pliner infli 1g chastisement. The chastisement was 
to Ind depender hat the might of England could 
tot w nypul y, but tl le ( wa to be Pp stpon ad 
I uld be manufactured \fter the delay that has al- 
pinec t e isa crowi belief that it is not at all a case fo 
retol » the ¢ ms to Lord Lytton’s proceedings 
of self-defence it of place to be punet us, and 
SeCCULItY ¢ bent nt Indian Empire at stake, it is al 
Government to let their hands be tied by misplaced seruples. 
tional usag y for as between ** imperial ” considera- 
h aruler as the Amir of Cabul, and has the latter any rights 
the Russians looming in the distanee, England is bound to 
‘rv one is agreed that India must be defended in the best 
but there is a wonderful strife of opinions ss to what that 
in 
nee, who may be presumed to sp with a good deal 


[Number 695 


thy ! ; ity lor Del i h . 
\ ‘ } } . ’ 
\ ‘ a | n-! j 
, + \ y 
i j \ lve Mit hi 
\ a) 1 < ! lf t 
4 } 
mn 
i i 
t ! t Lit mie 
} ¢ 1» 
I ( \ " 
‘ I 4 
, ’ 
) ‘ ) 
I I Lhe blic co 
; i p } 
‘ ; 4 1 
l an ‘ 
’ ! 
’ | ' ’ 
i .uS H 
2 } 
i 
) t t 
i) ld } 
P , 
( j 
t 
} , yi 
} its 
r ‘ 
i I I iS¢ \ year ago 
} ’ i 
i l t i \\ 
ny ( { »ju OSI th India ; bu 
i a I ) i het r al ( 
1 ? ’ 7 
wi \ ] th . 
. 4 > 
( ( ) 





tlmost passionately of the opinion that the actual 











Noi { 1878 
‘ 
i 
! 
i 
1) 
1> 
’ | ; 1 ¢ 
i 
p> 
| i 
, ‘ 
rh - } 
P 4] He 
~ , ry , « + I ’ 
' ‘ 
; ~ \ iil 
ij t 
) 
, ’ 
+} 
( 
hu 
| , ) 
: j 
) ul y 
1 ¥ a ’ 
1 ! \ } 
} ! ‘ 
, ’ 
} ; » | } 
1 ‘ ; ! ’ 
i \ ] 
t 
y be 
will I 
H ion of a man dey 
fy ' } deed. of cl 
hy at 
. *> , 
“) ined to ! ‘ ah ! 
| 
le atot . 
irr ‘ 
| OF H ] 
p ! iy } 
1 
u twist the tit i l 
} byirt 1 ! 
’ tly {ively 
i i \ >a ik ! 
1 i un a " ivty 
> \ . 
ra , ; +] , ? 

"ahh oie . 
jae ‘= ses 
i 

tha 
i 
! i 
j } 
ae | 1 
( i ra, we gel i 
. ’ ] } 
} »h ) 
° ’ 
dv given pi 
1 ¢ ’ ‘ : 
ened t ] | . 
} ot y th ’ i 
1 
| f +} i } Y 
lw originality i { 


1 
" i 
| 
i ( 
; 
) i 
v } ‘ 
j e 
} 
al 
t | } 
tt } 
j 
ii aul 
} 
’ \ a 
j 
y 
ib ¢ 
. , 
; ( 
1 


a 


\ 
; 








ly it p f furniture to be had 
| ition at Pari 
netu | p ! l ( llen of En 
, ! f i ' \ = ] intin and ‘ yen t} 
work in oil i Hy rin water-color. Ther 
iz ms i wi th | here no room { 
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by anv 1 is Wantine, is ¥ from justifying t'x 
have 1 lin England. Of these the chief are 


Ruskin, spernking of Millais, t his artistic career would be 


would degenerate, like that of Raphael, to mere display of 


technical power, purposeless and utterly disappointing to all who measured 


which a few vears burnt out, t 


AY ~4 


his early achievements. Not that I should compare him t 


lin his powers. Millais has a very limited scope. Beyond por- 
nothing he has ever done has other than phenomenal value. He 
rination, no sentim , no power of composition even, and the 


‘laboration with which he began his career was a precocious 
: a 
} 


he precision of touch he acquired by 


ving him, however, what he is, the most remarkable master of the 


rréatest executive talent, in the strictly limited sense 


gland possesses; something in the vein of Velasquez, though by 


snor in any quality to be compared with him, nor, in high powers 


with Sir Joshua. Asa portraitist he is unquestionably the 
ay in England, but beyond the surface he sees nothing, 
1e can paint, as but few men living can, if he will; but the 


his portrait has is that of a nirror—no sentiment, no read- 
out) of character, only what any man who has good eyes can 


er manat first sight. But to do this well is not so common 


as one might think: to have done it wel! will remain Millais’s chief merit. 
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» abs te the inferio es hich they 
in < io ft tne «€ erel blooe nto ol na | , 
le 2 united, homog peopl Let thi ! 
ized what true patriotism dictat It ial bars, 
caste preji es and ¢ inctions, which at present keep 
would ri disappear. Mi marriages would become 
are vie riiN | unlon of a l In wi KIRA 3 the white 
is to ft black as nine to one, would in each generation 
re prepond te ; and before a century was over, only the 
ogist might be able to per e the existence of a negritie 
composi nation . . As it thus ap rs that o1 
course of cond is prescribed, in the ma ter before us, by 
t and benev it is unnecessarv to ! ny l'- 
it investigation. ; 
f an | November-December contains for i eading 
hut on * The Govern t of the United States,” by 
li is a remarkable fact that in the North the party 
ide ( tL gen d i to \ | suffrage is 
whose constituency nthe whole the least calculated 
ool of ver with an admiration for popular sovereignty. 
i ause t! leaders find such a constituency most easy to 
ct n which we have no room to discuss here, but the fact 
disputed that the Jel nian Democrat has a much greater 
tj ( ( ied on Dy the ih a cai be h itu lized 
arge cities and towns than the ‘*Old-time Republican” 
tism or enlightenment of that or : ot r tituency. 
i »eXCC} nto thi ule, Heisas o nistic i to O01 
nment could be wished. His optimism, too, is not the 
ol ¥ t f of confidence ar faith in t future be- 
litt he past, but the deliberate and considered opti- 
. h kn all t} re j 10 ow, na loo} ai the 
thi hecaust ri} quaintance with the world has 
vill find his account in » doing ile writes with 
{ fon nd if some of his observation r and 
ought not to be blamed for it : for most of those which are 
seal of a und authority, whil ‘e untrue 
f ori lit With? ra to th socialists 
points out that in Europe they dangerous 
* while here ** they serve only to satisfy the public of the 
lism, and ‘‘to strengthen the public faith in the value of 
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the « nders of separate vessels, and in which, after an en hip 
is ¢ d, rams imay be used t 1 \s to the torpedo question 
he gives an: mint of an attack or Whitehead torpedoes during t} 
late Russo-Turkish war on the Black S« \t about midnight, the 1 ight 
being very dark and hazy, an alarm w iven by the boats on guar 
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ly on the 14! 
Combe himself regarded any enc ulry respecting creeds as an impe 
wwe, and especially vesented the inquisition to which he was ubjected 
in this country. But the reader of the present volumes need not long 1 
main in doubt as to his religion. Tl igid Calvinism which shadowed 


his youth, and, later, his good mother’s unxicty as to hersalvation, caused 


reaction toward beliefs the liberality of which, when first made knov 
in ‘The Constitution of Man,’ caused * bewilderment, horror, and indig- 
nation” among many of his best friends, and he was even aceused of 
‘infidelity.” He wrote on one occasion: ‘*f am conscious of living 


habitually in the presence and under the law of God, and I think mor 
ly of death than I doof my dinner, yet Lam called a man with- 
out religion.” But he ‘‘could not comprehend a future life,” and 
while he did **not deny immortality to man, neither did the fact « 


his own existence prove to him that there is a life beyond the grave.” 
He even hinted that ‘‘ this intense longing after immortality in a state of 
ble egotism, arising from the love of life and 


} 
yi 


bliss is a form of unwarranta 
self-love and hope all combined.” Le was, at least, too honest to pretend 
to accept two such incompatible dogmas as the ‘resurrection of th 
} ’ 4) rl 


body,” with all its faculties trained for work, and a ‘heaven of blissful 


ness.” He advocated entire freedom of religious thought and obser- 
vance, ** for which he was handed over to perdition by both Protestants 


Instead, however, of resenting these attacks, he mercly 





insisted that ‘‘the true way of con ing the arrogance of both sects is 


toenlighten, humanize, and liberalize all classes of the nation by improved 


Edueation itself, according to Combe, should be both more general and 
thorough and wholly independent of thealogy. He laid great stress upon 


the value of physiology, which he regarded as the ‘“‘ primer of all know- 


ledge.” Le believed that an elementary form of this science could be 
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im parted to children of ten years. Even for those intending to study law | reason has ever n assigned by the phrenolog exclud ! 
he advised less of classics and mathematics and more of the natural | the category of ** organs” all t e portions of tl rebral cortex v 
nees. He thought ihe law f health should be especially taught to | lie between the hemisphx a etween them and the « llum. 
wome heeause the li | hildren depend Most eX lusively on ih In ¢ I itt sto have beer a { nik rl 
the mother. While it does not appear that he conte mplat d th and the val of pathology t rebral physiology was but slightly und 
Inission of women to the universities, it is to be noted that in 1825 stood. The brains of animals wer ldom « rea W refer 
he ‘*was presented with a pair of silver calipers by a number of | their natures, and Combe himself regarded vivisectior ‘eruel 
ladies, in token of their respeet for him 3 th first leeturer on uscless.” Ii would be interesting to hear t comments of ( 
serious subject who had admiited their sex into his class.” Ile Gall or Spurzheim upon the pr lings of neure rea ety 
was active in behalf of ‘‘ prison reform,” especially in regard to the | present decade. They would ds thei wn teachings her w \ 
very unphysiological method of compelling an exhausted man to do | ignored or mentioned as | ! to modern neu vy mewl 
more Jabor by depriving him of food. He opposed capital punishment, elation of alchemy to modern chemistry. ‘They would observe a by 
sud bore witness to the ill-effects of public executions. In place of large ; means general assent to the id that 1 arger div ns of the 
tanding armies he held that youths in schools should be taught ** mili- | sphe es may subserve different kinds of mental activity. Some comfort 
tary exercises, both as an excellent recreation and as a means of enabling —§ would be derived from the mi copic peculiarities of ’ 
Grovernment to organize the physical power of the country at a moment's | the cortex, from the pathologi indications of some re ty 
notice.” Iie was a temperate man, but not a * total abstainer.” the powers of speech and the ** third left frontal convolution,” and fror 
Comb adult life was really devoted to phrenology. Curiously experimental and pathological evidences that groups of musel ul 
e1 rh, however, he became interested in it by an apparent accident, more direct connection with certain areas of the cortex Rut th . 
and almost against his will. He had found little aid towards the study means proves that these areas are the ** organs ” of mental faculti . 
of the human mind either in the Scotch metaphysies of the day or in Dr. | the same emotion, say ** combative % rae } xpre = 
Barclay’s exposition of the structure of the brain, which ended with the by the foot, by the tongue, or even by t } fin 
lame and impotent conclusion” that ‘nothing was known as to its It is probable that Combe, at least, would cor le that w 
relation to mental operations.” When Spurzheim lectured in Edinburgh | upon the threshold of the enquiry, and that any mapy of t 
in 1815 Combe at first ridiculed the whole matter and refused to hear spheres into cireumscribed « in s bly } lle w i 
him, but after witnessing Spurzheim’s dissection of the brain he attended | read some such summary thr 
i second course, investigated the subject, sent for some *‘ casts,” and | zation of brain function 
three years’ time became convinced that phrenology was true.” Hi Journal of Anatomy a P \\ study ‘ 
0k an active part in the formation of the Phrenological Association and | some of the works and papers th nad | id 
the conduct of the Phrenological Journal. tle lectured and wro in be- the tingering of heads unt 
of the new doctrine, and his private correspondent Wi largely more of the directions t} 
upied with it. Eminent personages were not exempt from his cranio- | Combe we are led to believe 
scopic scrutiny, and he commented freely upen the heads of prime min- faci that he dir 1} 
sters, and even of the queen herself, as seen aeci a theatre. Pres- | brother Andrew. and. ss 
ii be vers in phrenology will be surprised that Combe was but ter, wh has been publi iby M | \ Ix tlle w 
slightly impressed by Dickens, Sumner, and Carlyle. He characterized : man of singular integrity, . ! f d. and 
Nay m Iff. asa ‘* meteor,” and predicted ; downfall, although not, ereat Justice and impa j . 
parently, upon phrenological grounds. nd} : 1 e of 
So firm was Combe’s conviction of the truth and value of phrenology | known.’ ‘ 
to scem, at times, to overbear his habitual toleration and sense of jus- 
tice. Witness the following extract from a letter written in 1833 : SJohnsows ¢ / r thos | ». |) 
No good article ever has been or ever can be written against phre- Swift, Add P Gra , 
nology, for an obvious reason : if the brain be good, and if the subject hi preface bv Matthew Arnold. To v eo} i Ma v's and ( 
heen studied, conviction is in vitable. If the brain be good, but the sub- Ive’ Essavs on Boswell’s * 1 ; zon.’ (XN :, i vy Holt & 
ject has not been studied, there must be gross misapprehension. If the (4 ace +... Me. Mettiine An . , 
brain be poor, there will be natural incapacity to perceive the truth ; s oe ae poten cngcacs we i. nl ; 
that the two circumstances indispensable to all good writing on the sub essay, Das } ted Unis we WITH a | ss y ea Purpose 
ject, a good brain and sufficient study, never can be united and opposi- iterary history of the century whi its the creati 
iion follow.” s 5 f 
g | 
The natural corollary of the foregoing axiomatic Xpression is, Unl ish lit ture of the very st 1 f le 
vers in phrenology are either natural fools, or persons of insufficier is age ; and, secondly, asa y 
information, a most uninviting dilemma for the vast majority of the mo the study of English literature as 2 w the mod 
inteiligent classes of civilized mankind. Combe certainly practised wl] system of education looks to the ; ted, 
he preached, and for many years his domestics were selected according to eral, and wide-ranging knowledg nd mplific 
phrenological indications. He says he was rarely disappointed exe pting “Gri that the knowledge | get may | } t i orth 
iu case of a tendency to intoxication, of which there is no obvious sign. , | —that is the spirit of the pray oO] 
As an urt, phrenology proiesses to have ascertained the coincidence of | he says, and as to much o KNON tes 1 old saying, 
ertain forms of the skull with certain qualities of the mind : it is mer \ “Teach 1 ther t ret.” OM ‘ hey t ble to se 
# cranial physiognomy. It must be admitted that such coincidences are . the cause W is thus sta vy te lvanced by putting inio 
ut times extremely close, as when Von Struve’s marking of Combe’s head | the hands of young students ; nfessedly it irate book, marred by 
is compared with the latter’s account of his own character. On the other | prejudice and wrong jud nts, uncor d by any editorial comment, 


hand, in this and some other cases mentioned in the present work, there and accompanied by Mr. Arnold's advice to the teacher ho may use it 
were discrepancies, and that these could be both 
tant is amusingly shown in Harriet M 


and impor- | not to supplement Johnson's work fe rstudents. What is to be said 


rimMeaus ae 





her examina- , of Johnson and the revival his tterly will be said at another 
tions incog. by Deville and Holm. time, but now we will limit w! tt have to s to the education- 

The science of phrenology is based upon the assumptions that cireum- | al value of this publication, and we think that, despite the critics, its 
cribed areas of the outer surface of the hemispheres are the organs of value is very great. Nothing is more diflicult or requires more skill and 


certain mental faculties, that size is the measure of power, and that un- | tact than the teaching of literature to any purpose. Usually the student 





dulations of the brain surface are recognizable as inequalities of the skull. is given a mass of facts relating to the lives of authors and the names 
In the present state of our knowledge it is necessary to say that size is a and sequence of their works, which is of no more value to him than a 
measure of power only when all other things are equal, and that th like number of scientific facts—that is, information whose acquisition de- 
physical criteria of quality are not yet fully known. The conformity of | pendson mental toil and memory, and whose utility consists in its service- 
the skull with the brain is masked by the inequalities in the thickness of | ableness in the practical business of life. But the mental capacity upon 
the former, and especially by the ‘frontal sinuses,” respecting which | which any valuable knowledge of literature is conditioned is of a dit 
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rf alive 


Combe had an unprofitable controversy with Hamilton. Finally, no ferent sort, and, as in art, consists in powers to perceive imaginatiy 
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